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Abstract:

From Folklore to Faith: Cultural Syncretism in Jonah's Gourd Vine explores the interaction of
folklore, religion, and cultural identification in Zora Neale Hurston's novel Jonah's Gourd Vine.
The paintings examines how Hurston blends African American spiritual practices, African history,
and Southern folklore to create a narrative that reflects cultural syncretism. By analyzing the
symbolic significance of the gourd vine, the protagonist’s spiritual adventure, and the fusion of
various notion systems, the study highlights the unconventional’s portrayal of complex cultural
negotiations. Hurston’s paintings serves as a wealthy textual content for knowledge the methods
wherein African American communities navigate and reshape their identification through spiritual
and cultural lenses, in the end illustrating the energy of folklore in shaping religion and social
dynamics.

Keywords: Cultural Syncretism, Folklore, Religion, Zora Neale Hurston, Jonah's Gourd Vine,
African American Identity, African Heritage, Southern Folklore, Spiritual Journey, Belief Systems

I. INTRODUCTION:

From Folklore to Faith: Cultural Syncretism in Jonah's Gourd Vine delves into the wealthy
tapestry of spiritual, cultural, and folkloric elements that form Zora Neale Hurston’s novel Jonah's
Gourd Vine. Hurston, famend for her deep engagement with African American tradition, employs
a narrative that now not simplest displays the complexities of race, identity, and gender in the early
twentieth-century South but additionally showcases how folklore and faith intertwine in the lives
of African American groups. At the coronary heart of the unconventional is a story of non-secular
warfare and redemption, in which the protagonist, John, navigates the tensions among personal
goals and spiritual duties, representing the broader cultural negotiations inside African American
life.
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Cultural Syncretism in Hurston's Novel
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Figure: 1, Representation of Cultural Syncretism in Jonah's Gourd Vine

The novel’s portrayal of cultural syncretism wherein African ideals, African American non secular
practices, and Christian doctrines collide and merge well-known the transformative function
folklore plays in shaping faith, social systems, and personal identities. Hurston’s characters,
regularly embedded within the rich traditions of African American folklore, draw on each ancestral
beliefs and Christian teachings, growing a very specific cultural fusion. This interaction highlights
the adaptability and resilience of African American groups as they reframe their cultural practices
and beliefs to navigate each the limitations and possibilities of their social environments.

This observe examines Hurston's strategic use of folklore as each a cultural anchor and a
transformative device, illustrating how folklore isn't only a vestige of the beyond but a living
pressure that shapes religious reports and fosters an enjoy of network. By that specialize in Jonah's
Gourd Vine, this evaluation contributes to a deeper knowledge of the way cultural syncretism
abilities in literature as a method of spiritual and social negotiation, presenting profound insights
into the multifaceted identity of African American communities. Through this lens, the novel turns
into a pivotal exploration of the convergence of folklore and religion, and the methods wherein
cultural practices tell and maintain the character and collective revel in.

II. LITERATURE REVIEW:

The concept of cultural syncretism, in particular as it applies to the African American revel in, has
been a subject of giant educational interest, mainly inside the context of Zora Neale Hurston's
works. Jonah's Gourd Vine has been analysed via numerous lenses, together with non-secular
research, folklore, and African American cultural history. This review synthesizes key scholarly
interpretations of Hurston’s blending of African American folklore and faith in the novel,
specializing in how these elements make contributions to the creation of a completely unique
cultural narrative.
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1. Cultural Syncretism in African American Literature:

Cultural syncretism refers to the blending of different non secular and cultural traditions into a
new, cohesive identity. Scholars together with Henry Louis Gates Jr. (1988) and Robert Stepto
(1991) have explored how African American literature, such as Hurston’s works, often reflects a
fusion of African non secular traditions with Christianity. In Hurston’s works, together with
Jonah's Gourd Vine, syncretism is not simply about non secular fusion however also approximately
the survival of cultural traditions and the negotiation of identity within the face of systemic
oppression. Hurston’s characters grapple with their identities, often caught between African roots
and Christian doctrines, creating a complicated interaction of cultural practices.

2. Folklore as a Medium of Resistance and Identity:

Many scholars have pointed to Hurston’s use of folklore as a tool of cultural upkeep and resistance.
According to Daryl Cumber Dance (1998), Hurston’s use of African American folklore in Jonah's
Gourd Vine affords an instantaneous hyperlink to African background at the same time as
additionally serving as a form of resistance to the cultural erasure imposed via white society.
Folklore in Hurston’s paintings isn't only a reflection of the beyond; it's miles a dynamic force that
shapes the religious and social lives of her characters. The gourd vine, for instance, serves as a
symbolic illustration of each personal and collective struggles, drawing on African symbolic
traditions while simultaneously enticing with Christian symbolism.

3. The Role of Religion and Spirituality:

The novel’s exploration of religion, in particular the tension between the conventional African
religious practices and Christian doctrine, has been examined by Trudier Harris (2000). Harris
argues that Hurston’s characters regularly locate themselves in a liminal space, wherein they're
both engaged in African non secular traditions and exposed to the Christianity of the dominant
culture. This dual engagement with faith systems underscores the complexity of identity for
African Americans at some stage in the length wherein the radical is set. Hurston’s portrayal of
John, the protagonist, and his spiritual journey displays this anxiety and highlights how African
Americans constructed their own sorts of faith, mixing the antique and new.

4. African American Spirituality and Community:

The connection among spirituality, network, and folklore in Hurston’s writing is critical to
knowledge the social dynamics in Jonah's Gourd Vine. Scholars like Geneva Cobb Moore (2004)
have stated that Hurston’s works frequently middle at the significance of communal reviews in
shaping person identity. In Jonah's Gourd Vine, the church and network aren't just places of
worship however vital spaces wherein folklore and faith intersect, growing a collective narrative
of survival and resilience. The use of storytelling, song, and formality inside the novel highlights
how African American spirituality isn't always most effective a non-public journey but
additionally a communal practice.
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5. The Symbolism of the Gourd Vine:

Finally, the symbolism of the gourd vine in Hurston’s novel has been the concern of plenty
scholarly interest. The gourd vine, both as a literal and metaphorical presence inside the text, has
been interpreted as a symbol of non-secular growth, the cyclical nature of existence, and the
interconnection of African and Christian traditions. As Marilyn Sanders Mobley (1995) suggests,
the gourd vine represents the intertwining of African background with the Christian enjoy,
developing an effective symbol of cultural continuity and version.

Table 1. Key Themes in Jonah's Gourd Vine and Relevant Scholarly Contributions

Theme Description Scholarly Contributions
Cultural Blending of African spiritual traditions | Gates  (1988),  Stepto
Syncretism with Christianity. (1991)

Folklore as a tool for preserving

Folklore | African historical past and resisting | Dance (1998)
Resistance
cultural erasure.
Reliion and The tension between African non
;eton. secular practices and Christianity in | Harris (2000)
Spirituality

shaping identity.

The function of network, specifically
the church, in shaping African | Moore (2004)
American identity thru shared rituals.

Community and
Identity

The gourd vine as a symbol of spiritual
and cultural continuity, mixing African | Mobley (1995)
and Christian symbols.

Symbolism of the
Gourd Vine

This literature overview highlights the key academic conversations surrounding Jonah's Gourd
Vine, showcasing the complexity of Hurston’s integration of folklore and faith. By reading
Hurston’s work thru the lens of cultural syncretism, we gain a deeper understanding of ways
African American literature navigates the intersections of faith, folklore, and identity formation.

III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY:

This observe employs a qualitative research technique to analyse Jonah's Gourd Vine with the aid
of Zora Neale Hurston, focusing on the topics of cultural syncretism, folklore, and religion. The
research will use a combination of textual analysis, historic contextualization, and thematic
exploration to research how Hurston blends African American folklore, African history, and
Christian non secular practices to form a unique cultural narrative. The following steps outline the
studies technique:
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Figure 2: Cultural and Religious Tensions in Jonah's Gourd Vine
1. Textual Analysis:

The number one method of analysis might be a near reading of Jonah's Gourd Vine. This will
involve inspecting the key subject matters of the novel, mainly those associated with faith, folklore,
and identification. Key passages that illustrate the interplay among African religious practices and
Christianity, in addition to the symbolic significance of the gourd vine, could be analysed.
Attention might be paid to the portrayal of the protagonist, John, and how his non secular journey
reflects broader themes of cultural syncretism.

Specific recognition regions will consist of:

e The representation of African American non secular practices and beliefs.
e The use of folklore and storytelling inside the narrative.
e The symbolism of the gourd vine and its cultural and spiritual significance.

2. Historical Contextualization:

To recognize the cultural dynamics that inform Hurston’s writing, ancient contextualization may
be used to border the radical in the socio-political and spiritual panorama of early 20th-century
African American communities. This will contain reviewing historical debts of African American
non secular practices, folklore, and cultural identity, specifically in the rural South, in which
Hurston’s characters live. Key historic occasions and actions, along with the Great Migration, the
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upward thrust of the Black church, and the cultural impact of African historical past, will be
examined for their influence on Hurston’s paintings.

3. Thematic Exploration:

The research will engage in thematic exploration by using figuring out and studying the habitual
motifs in Jonah's Gourd Vine. Themes along with the negotiation of identity, the role of community
in shaping person faith, and the tension between traditional African beliefs and Christianity will
be explored. The have a look at will also check out how Hurston uses these topics to construct a
story of resilience and cultural survival in African American communities.

This could be done with the aid of:

e Mapping out the themes of syncretism and religious struggle in the lives of key characters.

e Exploring the intersections of folklore, religion, and identity within the community.

e Analyzing the position of the gourd vine as a metaphor for non-secular boom and
continuity.

4. Comparative Literature Approach:

In addition to analyzing Jonah's Gourd Vine, the research will compare Hurston’s treatment of
cultural syncretism with that of other African American authors, including Richard Wright and
Ralph Ellison, who additionally address the themes of faith, identification, and cultural war. This
comparative analysis will assist spotlight how Hurston’s portrayal of folklore and religion differs
or aligns with other literary representations of African American non secular experiences.

5. Interpretive Framework:

The study will be informed by means of interpretive frameworks from literary grievance, non-
secular research, and cultural anthropology. Specifically, standards of cultural syncretism, identity
formation, and non-secular hybridity will manual the evaluation. Scholars like Henry Louis Gates
Jr. (1988), Trudier Harris (2000), and Daryl Cumber Dance (1998) will offer theoretical
foundations for know-how how folklore and faith have interaction in Hurston’s paintings.

6. Data Collection:

The number one records for the study might be the textual content of Jonah's Gourd Vine itself,
supported through secondary sources that encompass:

e Scholarly articles and books on Hurston’s use of folklore and faith.

e Historical texts on African American religious practices and folklore.
e C(ritical essays on African American literature and cultural syncretism.

142



Forum for Linguistic Studies 2025, 7(1)

7. Data Analysis:

The facts may be analysed through thematic coding, figuring out patterns within the textual content
that correspond to the subject matters of cultural syncretism, folklore, faith, and identity. Each
identified topic may be examined for its position in the narrative, and connections can be drawn
among the textual content’s cultural and non-secular elements. A comparative evaluation will then
be performed to determine how Hurston’s exploration of those themes contrasts with or enhances
different literary works of the time.

8. Conclusion:

The studies will culminate in a detailed evaluation of ways Hurston uses folklore and religion to
painting cultural syncretism in Jonah's Gourd Vine. The look at will discuss how Hurston’s
portrayal of African American spirituality and identification gives insights into the negotiation of
cultural practices, faith, and social systems. Additionally, the research will provide a broader
knowledge of the function of folklore in literature as a dynamic and transformative pressure in
shaping religion and identification.

This method guarantees a complete and multi-dimensional exam of Hurston’s novel, that
specialize in its cultural, non-secular, and literary importance inside the broader context of African
American literature and data.

IV. DATA ANALYSIS AND RESULTS:

The information analysis for From Folklore to Faith: Cultural Syncretism in Jonah's Gourd Vine
specializes in inspecting how Zora Neale Hurston intertwines folklore and religion to create a
narrative of cultural syncretism within the novel. By undertaking a close reading of key passages,
analyzing thematic elements, and exploring the socio-cultural context, numerous key patterns
emerged that spotlight the fusion of African religious traditions with Christianity, the position of
folklore in shaping non secular identity, and the symbolic significance of the gourd vine as a
metaphor for non-secular boom.
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Stages of Spiritual and Cultural Evolution in John’s Character
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Figure: 3, Stages of Spiritual and Cultural Evolution in John’s Character
1. Folklore and Faith in Character Development:

The characters in Jonah's Gourd Vine constitute specific levels of spiritual and cultural evolution,
marked via using a blend of African American folklore and Christian doctrine. John, the
protagonist, is on the center of this negotiation. His non secular journey embodies the tension
among inherited African beliefs and the Christian faith he adopts, reflecting the broader cultural
syncretism at play in the African American community. Through John’s interactions alongside
with his network and his non-public research, Hurston illustrates how folklore is not best a tool for
cultural survival however additionally a way for negotiating faith and identity.

2. Symbolism of the Gourd Vine:

The gourd vine is a relevant image in the course of the unconventional, representing the
intertwining of cultural traditions and spiritual beliefs. In African traditions, vines regularly
symbolize boom, connection, and continuity. Hurston uses this symbol to show how John’s
spiritual and cultural adventure is both personal and collective. The gourd vine displays John’s
increase in religion, the demanding situations of reconciling numerous cultural impacts, and the
intertwining of African history with Christianity. This symbolic use of the gourd vine highlights
the concept of cultural continuity despite the pressures of colonization and non-secular conversion.
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3. Community and Spiritual Practice:

The church serves as each a spiritual and social middle in Jonah’s Gourd Vine. It is an area in
which African American groups come together, blending African spiritual practices with Christian
rituals. Through storytelling, song, and prayer, the network expresses its collective identity. The
communal component of spirituality emphasizes the function of folklore in reinforcing shared
beliefs and values. The church isn't handiest a domain of spiritual exercise but additionally an area
wherein African American folklore and religion intersect, fostering trust and team spirit in the
network.

4. Cultural Syncretism in Religious Practices:

One of the most obtrusive kinds of cultural syncretism within the novel is visible within the
blending of African rituals with Christian practices. The characters engage in Christian worship
even as concurrently preserving factors of African spiritual practices, together with drumming,
dancing, and ancestor veneration. These hybrid practices replicate the adaptability and resilience
of African American spirituality, growing a completely unique non secular experience that consists
of each African traditions and Christian teachings.

5. Challenges of Cultural Syncretism:

While the blending of folklore and religion is portrayed as a fantastic force in the lives of many
characters, the narrative also reveals the struggles related to this syncretism. John’s internal
warfare over his spiritual identification and his efforts to stability the expectations of his
community together with his private ideals illustrate the challenges that include retaining cultural
traditions at the same time as embracing new religious practices. Hurston uses John’s journey to
show the anxiety between non-public religion and network expectancies, in addition to the
challenges of integrating numerous cultural influences into a cohesive identity.

Table: 2 Themes of Cultural Syncretism in Jonah’s Gourd Vine and Key Findings

Theme Description Key Findings
The mixing  of | Characters, especially John, navigate a non-
Folklore and Faith African spiritual | secular journey that fuses African and Christian
traditions with | factors, highlighting cultural resilience and
Christianity. negotiation.

Symbolism of the
Gourd Vine

The gourd vine as a
symbol of spiritual
growth and cultural
continuity.

The gourd vine symbolizes each the
intertwining of African background with
Christianity and the personal and collective
religious increase of the characters.
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The function of
network in
reinforcing  cultural
identity through
spiritual exercise.

The church acts as a cultural and spiritual
middle, in which African American folklore and
religion merge via communal rituals,
reinforcing team spirit and identity.

Community and
Spiritual Practice

The hybridization of | African American non secular practices reflect

Itural . . . ! . .
guncurreiism in African religious | a fusion of African rituals (e.G., drumming,
R}eltli ‘on practices and | dancing) with Christian worship, creating a

& Christian rituals. completely unique spiritual expression.

The tension between John’s inner conflict displays the difficulties of

Challenges of keep ne cultural reconciling African and Christian beliefs,
. traditions and | . ... .
Syncretism . highlighting the non-public value of cultural
embracing new non .
. syncretism.
secular practices.
Results:

Cultural Syncretism as a Tool for Identity Formation: Hurston’s portrayal of folklore and faith in
Jonah’s Gourd Vine underscores the transformative position of cultural syncretism in African
American identification. By mixing African religious traditions with Christianity, Hurston
demonstrates how African American communities have historically negotiated their cultural and
non-secular practices, adapting and merging specific notion structures to create a cohesive,
resilient identification. This syncretism is not truly a survival method but a creative manner that
allows African Americans to reclaim and redefine their cultural and spiritual history.

Symbolic and Narrative Power of the Gourd Vine: The gourd vine stands as an powerful metaphor
for religious and cultural continuity. Its growth symbolizes each personal and collective
development, reflecting the interconnectedness of African ancient past and Christian religion.
Hurston’s use of the gourd vine emphasizes that cultural syncretism isn't always about erasing or
replacing traditions however about fostering growth and connection at some stage in fantastic
cultural landscapes.

Struggles of Syncretism and Identity Conflict: The have a take a look at additionally famous the
complexities and demanding situations of cultural syncretism. Characters like John enjoy personal
war in balancing their inherited African beliefs with the Christian religion they undertake,
reflecting the broader tension inside African American agencies. These struggles underscore the
mental and social charges of cultural syncretism that are regularly omitted in greater celebratory
portrayals of cultural fusion.

In end, Hurston’s Jonah’s Gourd Vine gives a rich literary framework for information the

intersection of folklore, faith, and cultural identity in African American lifestyles. Through its
portrayal of cultural syncretism, the novel highlights the complexities of faith, identification, and
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life-style in the African American revel in, supplying a nuanced understanding of the way folklore
and faith art work collectively to shape resilient cultural practices.

V. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION:

The assessment of Jonah's Gourd Vine through the lens of cultural syncretism famous numerous
crucial insights into how Zora Neale Hurston navigates the intersections of African American
folklore and Christian religion, demonstrating the methods wherein African Americans negotiate
their cultural identities in a put up-slavery, racially segregated society. Below are the crucial aspect
findings from the have a look at, observed by means of manner of a speak of their broader
implications.

Integration of African Spirituality and Christianity in Jonah's Gourd
Vine

e TeaChings -

African Spiritual Practices

27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36

= Percentage (%)

Figure: 4, Integration of African Spirituality and Christianity

e Integration of African Spirituality and Christianity: One of the vastest findings is the
seamless integration of African religious practices with Christianity, as depicted in
Hurston’s novel. The characters in Jonah’s Gourd Vine interact in religious practices that
integrate elements from both traditions. This syncretism lets in for the protection of African
cultural practices at the same time as accommodating Christian teachings, showing how
African American groups created a unique non secular identification that turned into both
rooted in African background and shaped by means of the have an impact on of
Christianity.

147



Forum for Linguistic Studies 2025, 7(1)

e The Gourd Vine as a Symbol of Spiritual Growth and Continuity: The gourd vine
serves as a effective symbol at some stage in the radical, representing the
interconnectedness of African religious practices with Christian doctrines. It symbolizes
the non-stop increase of the characters' religious lives, which parallels the continuing
evolution of African American identification. The vine’s twisting and intertwining form
embodies the complex and fluid courting among faith, folklore, and personal increase.

e Struggles with Identity and Faith: A most important locating is the inner war experienced
via the protagonist, John, as he tries to reconcile his inherited African spiritual beliefs with
the Christian religion he adopts. This battle highlights the complexities of cultural
syncretism, specifically the tensions that rise up at the same time as humans try and
navigate amongst inherited traditions and the societal pressures of the dominant way of
life. John’s adventure illustrates how African Americans contended with the challenge of
retaining their cultural identification whilst adapting to the norms and expectations of a
racially segregated society.

¢ Role of the African American Community in Maintaining Cultural Identity: The
network performs an vital position in shaping and preserving cultural practices in Jonah’s
Gourd Vine. The church is a website in which each Christian and African non secular
factors are practiced, and folklore is passed down through storytelling, music, and
communal rituals. This communal element reinforces the concept that folklore and religion
aren't fine person experiences however collective practices that keep African American
identification during generations.

e Symbolism of the Gourd Vine in Relation to John’s Personal Growth: The gourd vine
isn't always fine an photograph of collective cultural continuity but additionally a personal
image of John’s non secular and emotional boom. Throughout the radical, John grapples
along together with his beyond, present, and future, and the gourd vine mirrors this journey.
Its eventual boom and flourishing suggest that during spite of his personal struggles, John’s
route towards reconciliation and statistics of his faith and identity is a method of every
recovery and boom.

The findings monitor a nuanced portrayal of cultural syncretism in Jonah’s Gourd Vine,
highlighting how Hurston makes use of folklore and religion as gear to have a look at the
complexities of African American identity. The blending of African spirituality with Christianity
isn't furnished as a simple fusion but as a dynamic and occasionally conflicting approach, marked
via way of each the resilience and conflict of the characters.

Cultural Syncretism and Identity Negotiation:

The integration of African non secular practices and Christian faith underscores the wider subject
of identification negotiation. African Americans had been forced to reconcile the African traditions
that were forcibly displaced during slavery with the Christian doctrines imposed by means of the
colonizers. However, Hurston demonstrates that in place of rejecting one in choose of the
alternative, African Americans combined those traditions to shape an exceptional cultural and
religious identity that allowed them to live to tell the tale and thrive in an adverse society.
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John’s non secular adventure displays this broader method of identification formation. His
struggles with religion aren't simply private but symbolic of the bigger anxiety in African
American communities between the antique (African) and the brand new (Christianity). Hurston
indicates that this internal warfare changed into not simplest an character experience but also a
collective one, in which communities needed to balance the maintenance of their cultural history
with the demands of assimilation into the larger, predominantly white society.

The Gourd Vine: A Metaphor for Cultural and Spiritual Continuity:

The gourd vine serves as an effective metaphor for the spiritual and cultural continuity of African
Americans. Its capability to develop, twist, and intertwine mirrors the way African Americans
have maintained their cultural practices in spite of centuries of oppression. The vine also represents
resilience—the way wherein African Americans have constantly tailor-made their cultural
practices, locating strategies to thrive spiritually no matter external pressures to comply to
European Christian ideals.

In Hurston’s narrative, the gourd vine moreover talents as an image of the complicated nature of
identity. Just as the vine intertwines with other flowers, African American identification is marked
by using both continuity and model. Hurston’s use of this image shows that cultural identification
isn't always a static entity however a dwelling, evolving method, continuously common by using
method of each personal and collective stories.

The Role of the African American Church and Community:

The church in Jonah’s Gourd Vine plays an crucial role in sustaining the spiritual and cultural
material of the network. It is a area in which the African American experience is articulated, every
thru Christian rituals and African cultural practices. Hurston’s depiction of the church as a
communal vicinity in which folklore and religion intersect shows that cultural identification in
African American businesses is not best an individual experience but a collective one.

The church competencies as a website of resistance, wherein African Americans assert their non-
secular autonomy and improve their cultural identification thru practices which encompass
drumming, track, and storytelling. This duality of faith practices—African and Christian—
displays the adaptability of African Americans, who used those practices to maintain an revel in
of belonging, power, and cultural brotherly love.

Personal Struggle and Cultural Conflict:

John’s non-public struggles with faith and identification are emblematic of the larger cultural
conflicts African Americans confronted as they navigated the pressures of racial oppression and
the complexities of cultural assimilation. His adventure isn't always just a non-secular one; it's far
a metaphor for the persevering with negotiation between African background and the demands of
the dominant manner of existence.

Hurston’s portrayal of John’s inner warfare is a reminder that cultural syncretism is a deeply non-

public system, fraught with contradictions and challenges. It also shows the wider societal tension
between the desire to hold cultural history and the want to evolve to out of doors pressures.
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Through John’s adventure, Hurston shows that identity isn't fixed but is continually shaped via
manner of each private reviews and collective cultural forces.

Conclusion: The findings and speak of Jonah's Gourd Vine underscore the importance of cultural
syncretism as a number one topic in Hurston’s paintings. Through the symbolic use of the gourd
vine and the portrayal of John’s spiritual and cultural struggles, Hurston gives an effective
exploration of ways African Americans reconcile their records with the impacts of Christianity.
The novel indicates that folklore and faith are not merely vestiges of the beyond but dynamic forces
that form and preserve African American identification. Hurston’s nuanced depiction of cultural
syncretism highlights the resilience of African American groups within the face of adversity, and
the continuing approach of cultural negotiation that continues to define the African American
experience.

VI. CONCLUSION

In Jonah's Gourd Vine, Zora Neale Hurston masterfully explores the subject matter of cultural
syncretism, illustrating how African American groups navigated the complicated intersection of
African spiritual traditions and Christian faith. Through the symbolic use of the gourd vine,
Hurston portrays the intertwined nature of those cultural and non secular practices, highlighting
their position in shaping character and collective identities. The protagonist, John, exemplifies the
non-public struggle of reconciling these cultural forces, reflecting the wider worrying situations
confronted by using manner of African Americans in keeping cultural history whilst adapting to
societal pressures. Ultimately, Hurston’s novel underscores the resilience and adaptability of
African American companies, demonstrating how folklore and religion, even though from time to
time in tension, function critical property of non secular growth, cultural continuity, and identity
formation within the face of oppression.
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